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TAXI AMENDMENT BILL 2016 
Committee 

The Deputy Chair of Committees (Hon Simon O’Brien) in the chair; Hon Jim Chown (Parliamentary Secretary) 
in charge of the bill. 
Clause 1: Short title — 
Hon KATE DOUST: I have a couple of fairly straightforward questions about the management of the bill. We 
know that in the last few days the Minister for Transport resigned and for the management of this bill in this 
chamber currently there is no Minister for Transport. We thought initially it might have been the Premier, but it 
is not and that position is still vacant. Last night I was advised by the parliamentary secretary that the 
government was in the process of drafting an amendment that was similar to the amendment that is standing in 
my name on the supplementary notice paper. I was waiting for a copy of that amendment so I could seek advice 
from the relevant shadow minister about how we would deal with it. I was advised by the parliamentary 
secretary behind the Chair prior to the commencement of sitting today that the government would not be 
proceeding with that amendment and that it would not have been similar to my amendment on the supplementary 
notice paper anyway. I am a bit confused about what is going on and who is giving the parliamentary secretary 
his riding instructions, given we do not have a Minister for Transport. If an amendment had been drafted, who 
would sign off on it? Perhaps the parliamentary secretary could provide a bit of guidance to the chamber about 
how we will deal with this bill in committee, given matters may be canvassed either through debate on the 
various clauses or through discussion on the amendments on the notice paper. Who will the parliamentary 
secretary go to for advice or direction if we need additional information or if amendments need to be put on the 
notice paper? I am curious to know where we currently stand if no-one is holding that position in the transport 
portfolio. 

Hon JIM CHOWN: The member has asked a couple of good questions. As I said to the member last night 
behind the Chair, I had not seen the proposed amendment. I had some inkling that it might be similar to the 
member’s amendment, but that proved to be incorrect. The amendment that was proposed is not being drafted. In 
regard to the management of the bill, this legislation is a government initiative that has been under discussion for 
a great deal of time, both in the Department of Transport and in cabinet, and it has been approved by cabinet. 
The member can rest assured that with the opposition’s support, as was indicated yesterday, this bill should 
proceed through the chamber and those 1 000-plus taxi plate owners can receive some package in a transitional 
arrangement. Other than that, I assume that any queries or further amendments that may come forward on this 
bill will be run past the leader of the government, the Premier. That is my assessment. I am more than happy to 
listen to whatever else the member has to say. 
Hon KATE DOUST: That is very helpful, but we still do not have a responsible minister, and we read in the 
media that we will not have a minister until tomorrow. It may very well be the parliamentary secretary who is 
finally elevated to such a significant and high post in the state—one lives in hope. Until then, there is no 
responsible minister. I note that the parliamentary secretary said that he would seek advice from the Premier. 
I do not know whether the Premier has been brought into the chamber so that the parliamentary secretary can 
access him for that advice, and it might become quite a disjointed effort. It is only going to be overnight, so 
I wonder perhaps, Mr Deputy Chair (Hon Simon O’Brien), whether it might be more appropriate and in the 
better interests of taxi plate holders to actually have somebody in charge making the real decisions in case 
questions are asked or matters are raised. Would you give any consideration to perhaps deferring the committee 
stage until tomorrow morning, when we have a new Minister for Transport in place, so that if we do need to 
source information, we have a go-to person, rather than having to put the Premier under further pressure and 
have him seated at the back of the chamber to provide those responses? 
The DEPUTY CHAIR (Hon Simon O’Brien): Order! This Committee of the Whole House is properly 
assembled to contemplate a bill that is making its passage, as other bills do, through the house. The matters that 
Hon Kate Doust raises are hypothetical situations that may or may not arise in the fullness of time, and we will 
deal with them then as we would deal with any other like questions that need some outside responses to deal 
with, and they may or may not arise in the course of the consideration of this bill. In the meantime, and until we 
strike some impenetrable object, this Committee of the Whole as so constituted is competent to go about its 
processes and deal with this bill. The parliamentary secretary is the member in charge of the bill, as he has been 
since it was introduced into this place some little while ago. We are considering the question that clause 1 do 
stand as printed and I will offer the call to the parliamentary secretary if he wishes to respond in any way to the 
final question Hon Kate Doust raised about reporting progress. 
Hon JIM CHOWN: Thank you, Mr Deputy Chair. I think you have more than adequately summed up the 
situation with the questions raised by Hon Kate Doust. May I say I have had carriage of a number of bills 
through this chamber over the last few years and I am yet to call a minister in and ask for his advice. I have sole 
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and sworn responsibility with regard to the Minister for Transport. If further advice is sought on any matter that 
comes up in this Committee of the Whole I will, as I have done before, request that we take a five-minute break. 
I have very competent and more than adequate advisers here who can answer most if not all questions. 
Hon KATE DOUST: I take on board the comments the Deputy Chairman has made and I acknowledge that 
Hon Jim Chown is certainly open to managing his business effectively in this house. It is not our intention to 
delay this bill at all, so I suggest we move on. 
Clause put and passed. 
Clauses 2 to 5 put and passed. 
New clause 5A — 
The DEPUTY CHAIR: I have a ruling on this proposed new clause, but I will invite in the first instance 
Hon Kate Doust to move her amendment. 
Hon KATE DOUST: I move — 

Page 2, after line 14 — To insert — 
5A. Part 3AA inserted 

After section 30I insert: 

Part 3AA — Eligible owner taxi plates buy-back 
30JA. Buy-back agreements for taxi plates 

The Director General may enter into an agreement, on such terms and conditions as the 
Minister approves, with a person who is an eligible owner of taxi plates for the payment to the 
person of an amount of compensation for the surrender and cancellation of the taxi plates that 
are the subject of the agreement.  

The DEPUTY CHAIR: Member, would you like to proceed with your further amendment, which is related? 

Hon KATE DOUST: The next amendment I have standing in my name is at clause 6. I move — 

Page 4, line 16 — To delete “$20 000; or” and substitute — 

$162 500; or 

The next amendment in my name is at 3/6. I move — 

Page 4, line 17 — to delete “$6 000.” and substitute — 

$50 000. 

Ruling by Deputy Chair 

The DEPUTY CHAIR (Hon Simon O’Brien): Members, it might appear we are starting to get a little ahead of 
ourselves, but I have a ruling that deals with all three amendments that I want to get on the record. Thank you for 
that. Hon Kate Doust has moved the amendments standing in her name, firstly in relation to new clause 5A, but 
this ruling also applies to the subsequent amendments — 

Hon KATE DOUST: Can I interrupt for a second? Will I be able to explain why I have moved these 
amendments at some point after the Deputy Chair has made his ruling, or should I do that before? 

The DEPUTY CHAIR: I have a ruling here that I believe I must provide to the Committee of the Whole House 
at this point; Hon Kate Doust’s amendment having been moved. I will come back to the honourable member’s 
request in a moment, but I will give this ruling now. 

I rule that the amendments proposed by Hon Kate Doust are out of order as they are contrary to section 46 of the 
Constitution Acts Amendment Act 1899, which states — 

(3) The Legislative Council may not amend any Bill so as to increase any proposed charge or burden 
on the people. 

The proposed amendments would result in the introduction of a compensation scheme and increased payments 
being paid out of public funds. With that ruling, proposed new clause 5A is out of order. 

Committee Resumed 

New clause ruled out of order. 

Amendments to clause 6 ruled out of order. 
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The DEPUTY CHAIR: In relation to the question just put to me by Hon Kate Doust, I do not see how I can 
then acquiesce to her request to explain an amendment that has in effect been dealt with by being discharged or 
out of order. However, I am sure that when the committee comes to the next clause, which proposes to insert 
part 3A, there might be some scope for the honourable member to explain what the opposition would wish to do 
if it had the constitutional capacity to do so. Perhaps that might be the way to deal with that issue. 

Having dealt with new clause 5A and another two amendments on the supplementary notice paper, we now go 
back to the bill. Clause 6 is “Part 3A inserted”. This is turning into a cliffhanger! Noting the time, I will have to 
leave the chair and report progress. 

Progress reported and leave granted to sit again, on motion by Hon Jim Chown (Parliamentary Secretary).  
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